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1 TIMOTHY 1

1 Timothy 1:1 Christ Jesus Who is our hope... (see study of Believer's Blessed Hope)

| Timothy 1:1 By the Will of God

Paul often referred to himself as ‘an apostle by the will of God’ (1Corinthians 1:1, 2Corinthians 1:1, Ephesians 1:1, see note
Colossians 1:1). In this case, however, he says, ‘It's not just His will for me, it's His command that | am to be an apostle—one who is
sent out, one who shares truth.’

The things that we have been commanded to do can sometimes become wearying when we find ourselves in situations we weren'’t
anticipating—like prison. After all, it was from a Roman prison cell that Paul wrote to Timothy. And in this, | am reminded of another
who found himself a prisoner...

‘Oh, Lord, | cannot speak. | am but a child, Jeremiah protested when called to minister.

‘Before you were born, | knew you and ordained you to be a prophet,” the Lord replied. ‘I will put My words on your lips—and you
shall go.’

So Jeremiah did. And what happened? He eventually ended up in a dungeon.
‘OK, Lord, he said. ‘Yes, You commanded me. Yes, You anointed me. But people aren’t responding. No one is getting saved.

So Jeremiah decided to quit prophesying, to quit sharing—until he realized that the Word of God was like fire in his bones and that
he could not keep quiet (Jeremiah 20:9).

Maybe like Jeremiah, or perhaps like Paul, you feel imprisoned and are tempted to throw in the towel, to quit sharing the Gospel with
people since none seem to respond. But if you do, the Word of God will burn in your heart as surely as it did in Jeremiah’s, and, like
Paul, you will realize you have no choice in the matter, for you are under the command of God. (Courson, J. A Day's Journey: 365
Daily Meditations from the Word October 13. Santa Ana, CA: Calvary Chapel Publishing)

1 Timothy 1:1,12-17 Business Card By C. P. Hia

In some cultures, the title below your name on your business card is very important. It identifies your rank. The way you are treated
depends on your title as compared with others around you.

If Paul had a business card, it would have identified him as an “apostle”
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(1 Tim. 1:1), meaning “sent one.” He used this title not out of pride but out of wonder. He didn’t earn that position; it was “by the
commandment of God our Savior and the Lord Jesus Christ.” In other words, his was not a human but a divine appointment.

Paul had formerly been a “blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man” (v.13). He said that he considered himself to be the
“chief” of sinners (v.15). But because of God’s mercy, he was now an apostle, one to whom “the King eternal” (v.17) had committed
the glorious gospel and whom He had sent out to share that gospel.

What is more amazing is that like the apostle Paul we are all sent out by the King of kings to the world (Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 1:8).
Let’s recognize with humility that we don’t deserve such a commission either. It is our privilege to represent Him and His eternal truth
in word and in deed each day to all around us.

Let us go forth, as called of God,
Redeemed by Jesus’ precious blood;
His love to show, His life to live,

His message speak, His mercy give.
—Whittle

God gave you a message to share. Don’t keep it to yourself!

1 Timothy 1:1 Did you hear about the little boy who returned home after his first Sunday School class? His mother asked, "Who was
your teacher?' and the little boy answered, "l don't remember her name, but she must have been Jesus' grandmother because she
didn't talk about anyone else." Does our conversation reflect our love of Jesus? Would our words give away our relationship with
him? (Leadership Magazine)

1 Timothy 1:5 Gutters And Windows
By Jennifer Benson Schuldt

While we were out for a family drive, a spotless white sign with perfect red lettering caught my attention: “Gutters and Windows—
Quality Work Guaranteed.” The sign was pristine, but | feared the house and barn directly behind it might collapse at any moment.
The paint was peeling, the windows were cracked, and the gutters were nonexistent!

Many of us “advertise” for Jesus, but our spiritual houses are in disrepair. We may attend church, speak in “Christianese,” and
mingle nicely with others. But when our conduct does not align with our hearts, our first-class behavior is just a performance of piety.
When Jesus confronted the Pharisees, He said, “You ... outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and
lawlessness” (Matt. 23:28).

Jesus had a different but equally direct message for His followers: “Do not be like the hypocrites” (6:16). The Bible encourages us to
“love from a pure heart ... and from sincere faith” (1 Tim. 1:5). These inner attitudes should pour out through our words and actions
(Luke 6:45).

Today, consider the state of your spiritual house. If people look beyond the beautiful outward display, will they discover an authentic
heart?

Hypocrisy is a common sin That grieves the Lord above; He longs for those who'll worship Him In faith and truth and love. —Bosch

God desires that our actions be a reflection of a pure heart.

1 Timothy 1:2 Safe Climbing

AMONG the safety rules mountain climbers must remember as they scale rocky cliffs is this: Keep three points on the rock. In other
words, before you move a foot, make sure the other foot and both hands are firmly positioned on solid rock. And if you are going to
move a hand, make sure your other hand and both feet are securely placed.

That's a good safety tip for our spiritual lives as well. To keep from falling, we need to keep a grip on three rock-solid truths: grace,
mercy, and peace, the words the apostle Paul often used to begin or conclude his letters.

The first message | heard Dr. M. R. DeHaan preach was part of a series of lessons called "Three Sisters of Salvation," which were
about these three words. | made up my mind then that | would make these three qualities part of my life.



We are given our salvation as a gift of God's grace. His wrath is withheld from us because of His abundant mercy. And His peace
enables us to stand in quiet confidence when the howling gales of adversity swirl around us. They will give us security during our
spiritual mountain climbing experience.

We can appropriate these gifts through prayer and obedience. In the storms of temptation we will not fall if we always keep three
points on the Rock. —D C Egner (Our Daily Bread. Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids. MI. Reprinted by permission. All rights
reserved)

1 Timothy 1:2 Three Sisters
By M. R. De Haan

Grace, mercy, and peace are the three sisters of salvation. In these three words we have the gospel in capsule form. They sum up
our complete salvation in Jesus Christ.

Grace is the foundation of our redemption, mercy is the manifestation of our redemption, and peace is the consummation.

Grace points to the past—our salvation goes back “before the foundation of the world” (Eph. 1:4). Mercy speaks of the present—it is
manifested to us day by day. And peace is the consummation because it makes our future secure.

Grace is receiving what we do not deserve. Mercy is not receiving what we do deserve. We deserve to go to hell, but by His mercy
we shall never go there. We do not deserve to go to heaven, but by grace we’ll spend eternity there. Grace justifies. Mercy pardons.
Grace admits us to heaven. Mercy saves us from hell. The death of Christ was enough to pardon us in mercy, but it took the
resurrection to effect our justification. He “was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification”
(Rom. 4:25).

And now, by faith, we have “peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1).
[Our Lord] took death upon Himself

On that cruel cross of pain,

And those who look in faith to Him

Eternal life shall gain! —Johnson

None live so serenely, so pleasantly, and so triumphantly as those who walk by faith.

1 Timothy 1:1-7 A Change From Within
By Herbert Vander Lugt

On several occasions | have been encouraged when men | knew to be dishonest and immoral agreed to talk to me about their
conduct. Yet each time | was disappointed at the outcome of our meetings.

In each situation the person said he believed in God and wanted to escape hell. Some rationalized by saying that everybody, even
churchgoing people, are basically selfish. They do good only to be rewarded, and avoid evil only to escape punishment. Those who
reasoned this way believed that because they sometimes were kind and gave generously to charitable causes, their chances of
going to heaven were as good as those of the Christians they knew. One man vowed that he would do his very best to be more
honest, moral, and kind. But like the others, he wanted to have eternal life without the forgiveness and inner change that only Jesus
can give.

The apostle Paul told Timothy how to deal with religionists who focused on externals. He reminded him that the purpose of godly
instruction is a life that reflects a radical inner change: “love from a pure heart, from a good conscience, and from sincere faith” (1
Timothy 1:5).

Has God changed you from within? You can have a life-changing encounter with Jesus if you'll trust in Him.
How To Be Changed From Within
Admit that you are a sinner and turn from your sin.

Believe that Jesus died for you and rose from the dead.
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Call on Him to be your Savior and Lord.

When God changes you, He works from the inside out.

1 Timothy 1:1, 2; Acts 16:1-5 Good Counsel

But you know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with his father he has served with me in the work of the gospel. -
Philippians 2:22

The first seven chapters of Proverbs are believed to have been written by King David for his son Solomon. David was about to hand
over the kingdom to his son, and he wanted to take the opportunity to share wise advice and counsel, exhorting his son to pursue
wisdom and to live righteously.

This month we will study the books of 1 and 2 Timothy, letters written by the apostle Paul to his spiritual son, Timothy. In a similar
way to Proverbs 1-7, Paul wants to pass along wise advice, helping to prepare Timothy for the ministry that he had been given.

It's likely that Timothy became a believer when Paul first passed through Timothy's hometown of Lystra on his first missionary
journey (cf. Acts. 14:8-20), meaning that Paul was Timothy's spiritual father since he introduced Timothy to Christ. Although Timothy
and his mother were believers, his father was not (Acts 16:1). Paul was a Christian mentor, entrusting ministry responsibilities to
Timothy and viewing him as the successor to his own legacy of ministry. Paul and Timothy exemplified a father-son relationship
through Christ that still provides a model for believers today.

Understanding this relationship provides the lens through which we can read and understand Paul's letter. First Timothy provides
important and urgent instruction for the church, but it isn't a formal church document. Rather, it's a personal letter meant to cheer,
instruct, and strengthen a young pastor-missionary. Although Timothy was certainly a man held in high esteem both by Paul and the
churches in which they had ministered together (Acts 16:2-3), he was altogether “ordinary,” just as we are. Young and timid, he
needed Paul's encouragement (cf. 2Tim. 1:7). Raised by an unbelieving father, he didn't have the perfect Christian heritage we might
expect. We learn how God often delights to work powerfully through the most unlikely candidates.

1 Timothy 1:3-11 What The Law Can't Do

By Haddon W. Robinson

Evangelist Fred Brown used three illustrations to explain the proper use of God’s law. First, he likened the law to a dentist’'s mirror.
With that little mirror he can spot cavities. But the dentist doesn’t drill with the mirror. The mirror can reveal a cavity, but it can never
repair it.

Brown then compared the law to a flashlight. If the lights in your home suddenly go out, you use a flashlight to guide you through the
darkness to the electrical box. The flashlight enables you to see the blown fuse or tripped circuit-breaker, but you don’t insert the
flashlight in its place.

In his third image, Brown likened the law to a plumb line. A builder uses a weighted string to see if his work is properly aligned. If he
discovers a mistake, he doesn’t use the plumb line to correct it. He uses his hammer and saw.

The apostle Paul said, “We know that the law is good if one uses it lawfully” (1 Tim. 1:8). The law of God reveals the problem of sin,
but it doesn’t provide a solution. The answer is found in Jesus Christ. He bore our guilt on the cross and now offers us new life.
When we put our faith in Him as our personal Savior, He forgives us and enables us to live by His strength in ways that please Him.
What the law can’t do, Christ can. Have you asked Him to be your Savior?

For Further Study

What does Galatians 3 say about

our relationship to the law? (vv.11-14,24-25).

What can we learn about the law in Romans 8:1-4?

God's law pinpoints our problem; God's grace provides the solution.
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1 Timothy 1:3-7 False Advertising
Stay there in Ephesus so that you may command certain men not to teach false doctrines any longer. - 1 Timothy 1:3



Someone has reinterpreted lines from employment ads. When the ad reads, “Join our fast-paced company,” it really means, “We
won't have the time to train you.” If the ad boasts of a casual work atmosphere, perhaps it's because they don't pay enough for their
employees to wear something nicer! And if the ad announces you need problem-solving skills, prepare to join some chaos!

Verse three from today's reading outlines Timothy's job description, but Paul doesn't use deceptive language. Paul left Timothy in
Ephesus for an important mission. The problems in Ephesus were urgent and required a great deal of authority. Paul made the
chain of command clear, invoking his apostolic authority at the beginning of the letter (v. 1) and conferring authority to Timothy over
the elders of the Ephesian church. Paul doesn't give Timothy the job of suggesting solutions or collaborating towards agreement.
Rather, Timothy had the task of “command[ing] certain men not to teach false doctrines any longer” (v. 3).

This first half of chapter one reveals the heart of the crisis in Ephesus. Certain men, presumably elders of the church, were teaching
false doctrines. The content of their teaching had been both misleading and false (vv. 4, 6), with drastic results. They were
undermining the essence of true Christian faith, which is first love for God and then love for others (v. 5, cf. Matt. 22:34-40). Because
of this false teaching and the controversies it had produced, the members of the church spent more time arguing than loving God
and loving each other.

The fact that they had lost sight of the goal of faith, especially of love for God, is proved by their abandonment of “a good
conscience and a sincere faith” (v. 5). Without a proper love for God, we abandon our desire to obey Him. Our conscience quickly
suffers from our betrayal. And without love for God, we no longer protect the revelation of God. We idolize our interpretations about
God rather than pursue the truth of God.
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1 Timothy 1:8-17 Sound Doctrine
Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. - 1 Timothy 1:15

“I would have been less surprised if little green men had walked in,” said Patrick Quinn, an editor for The Associated Press, of Farris
Hassan's knock at his hotel door on Christmas Day, 2005, in Baghdad. The sixteen-year-old had traveled from Fort Lauderdale to
Baghdad without his parents' knowledge or permission, all for a journalism assignment. Whether bravely or foolishly, he had
traveled alone halfway across the world to a danger zone.

The Ephesian church also took a journey from the safety of sound doctrine to the minefields of false teaching. The journey hadn't
taken long. About four years earlier Paul bid the Ephesian elders farewell (Acts 20:13-38) and warned them of the false teaching that
would soon emerge within the church. Now his prophetic warnings were realized, and Timothy had to bring the church back to sound
doctrine (v. 10).

It's helpful to see the contrast between sound doctrine and false teaching. The false teaching emphasized myths and genealogies, a
focus on non-essential biblical ideas to the exclusion of important doctrines. The false teachers also improperly used the law,
teaching that observance of the law was a means of righteousness.

To highlight these errors, Paul reminded Timothy about the essentials of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Salvation is not achieved by
following the law. The law's proper use is for condemning us and pointing us to our need for a Savior. Paul admitted his own
incalculable need for this grace. He was the sorriest of sinners. He desperately needed God's forgiveness for what seemed
unforgivable: blasphemy and persecution. There was no hope of erasing his record, only hope for the patience and mercy of God
through Christ Jesus (v. 16).

All preaching and teaching, all sound doctrine builds on this foundation of grace. It reminds us of our sin, our need for God, and His
forgiveness made available through Christ Jesus.

My grandfather, my father, and his brothers were all tough men who, understandably, didn’t appreciate people who “got up in their
faces about faith.” When my father, Howard, was diagnosed with a rapid and deadly cancer, | was so concerned that | took every
opportunity to talk to him about Jesus’ love. Inevitably he would end the discussion with a polite but firm: “I know what | need to
know.”

| promised not to raise the issue again and gave him a set of cards that shared the forgiveness God offers, which he could read
when he wanted. | entrusted Dad to God and prayed. A friend also asked God to keep my dad alive long enough to know Jesus.



One afternoon the call came telling me Dad was gone. When my brother met me at the airport, he said, “Dad told me to tell you he
asked Jesus to forgive his sin.” “When?” “The morning he passed,” Mark replied. God had shown him “mercy” as He had shown us
(1 Tim. 1:16).

Sometimes we talk about the gospel, other times we share our story, still other times we just show a silent Christlike example, and
always we pray. We know that salvation is ultimately a work of God and not something we can do for another. God is a gracious
God, and no matter what the outcome of our prayers, He can be trusted.

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling—Calling for you and for me;Patiently Jesus is waiting and watching—Watching for you and for
me! —ThompsonWe plant and water, but God gives the increase.

1 Timothy 1:12-19 The “Pistol” And The Lord

By Dave Branon

That's okay with me. Children need good role models and examples. And Maravich was a Christian. But | would be disappointed if
my children didn’t see Jesus Christ modeled in my life also and want to be like Him. That's why when Stevie tells me that Jesus is
his best friend, I'm a happy dad.

As parents, we must tell our children about Jesus and be role models who live for Christ. That was the case with Paul, who counted
Timothy as his son in the Spirit (1 Tim. 1:18), and with John, who rejoiced over those whom he called his children (3 Jn. 4).

Like them, let’s live, talk, and love in a way that points everyone—especially our children—to Jesus.
Whatever you write on the heart of a child

Is written indelibly there;

Each action and word makes an impact, you know,

Like a kindness or beautiful prayer. —HGB

The greatest gift a parent can give is a worthy example.

1 Timothy 1:18-20 Two Movies
Fight the good fight, holding on to faith and a good conscience. - 1 Timothy 1:18-19

Two movies, A Perfect Storm and Titanic, tell of two very different historic shipwrecks. A Perfect Storm recounts the loss of a small
fishing boat and its six-member crew; Titanic dramatizes the loss of the “unsinkable” ocean liner and the lives of 1,500 people. The
crew of the Andrea Gail knew when they set sail from Gloucester, Massachusetts, in October that they could encounter
unpredictable weather and potential storms. They knew there could be danger, and they took the risk. The crew of the Titanic sailed
with confidence and feared nothing—until they hit the iceberg, and it was too late.

Paul wrote about another kind of shipwreck—the shipwreck of our faith, a prospect much more frightening than the fates of the
Titanic and the Andrea Gail (v. 19). Two Ephesian leaders had already been shipwrecked (v. 20). Paul gives the reasons for their
spiritual demise and encourages Timothy to avoid their pitfalls.

These men abandoned two essential things that preserve our lifelong commitment to Christ: “faith and a good conscience” (v. 19).
Faith is the sound doctrine to which Paul referred earlier in the chapter (v. 10). In this context, faith refers to the essentials of our
Christian beliefs, doctrines such as salvation by grace through Christ Jesus. Later in chapter three, we'll see Paul flesh out even
more the content of this faith (cf. 3:16), but already Paul has emphasized the crucial importance of faith, or right belief (1:4, 5, 14).
What we believe really matters.

Alongside right belief is right behavior, or the actions that spring from a “good conscience.” Through the Holy Spirit, our conscience
sounds the alarm when we're wandering from God and His commands (1:6). Our right actions should flow from our right beliefs;
these two elements work together in our lives.

That's why Timothy is encouraged to keep fighting the good fight of the faith while holding onto both right belief and right behavior.
We still face this very real battle even today.
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1 Timothy 1:3-15 Computer Ethics



"We know that the law is good if one uses it lawfully." - Matthew 6:34 (see note)

The Computer Ethics Institute has proposed 10 commandments for computer users. The laws include:
. Thou shalt not use a computer to harm other people.
. Thou shalt not snoop around in other people's computer files.
. Thou shalt not copy or use proprietary software for which you have not paid.
. Thou shalt always use a computer in ways that ensure consideration and respect for your fellow humans.

Many of us have had enough contact with computers to see the need for such rules. We may also realize, however, that merely
publishing laws will not change human nature. Even the Law of Moses, which these principles imitate, was never able to change
anyone's heart. No one can become good by keeping the commandments.

The Law's highest purpose is to show us God's perfect standards and our need for Christ. No one else has paid the price for our
forgiveness. No one else enables us to love "from a good conscience, and from sincere faith" (1 Tim. 1:5).

Christ doesn't change us by teaching us to keep the Law (Gal. 3:1-5). He transforms us by giving us a new heart. And that will affect
even our use of computers. -- M R De Haan |l

A changed life is the result of a changed heart. (bid)
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1 Timothy 1:5 Safe Sailing - Stay on Course
When you set sail on the high seas, you need to know three important facts: your location, your destination, and your course. By
referring to a map and using a compass, you can end up where you want to go.

The hard part comes in determining where you are at any given moment. Foul weather creates conditions that can sometimes
confuse sailors. | heard about someone who set out across Lake Michigan from Milwaukee to Grand Haven. After sailing for 2
hours, trusting his own sense of direction, he spotted a large city on the horizon—Milwaukee! Somehow, thinking he was headed
east, he had gone in a huge circle.

How does a follower of Christ stay on course and avoid spiritual shipwreck? By carefully reading and following the directions in
God's Word, depending on the Spirit's leading, and listening to the wise counsel of Christian friends. —D. C. Egner.

To STAY ON COURSE, TRUST THE COMPASS OF GOD'S WORD. (Copyright. Used by permission of Our Daily Bread)
1 Timothy 1:12-17 Not Good Enough

By David H. Roper

A friend told me recently of a young mother who was trying to explain her father’s death to her 4-year-old. The girl wondered where
Grandpa was. “I'm sure he’s in heaven,” the mother answered, “because he was very good.” The girl replied sadly, “I guess | won't
be in heaven.” “Why not?” her mother asked in surprise. “Cause I’'m not very good.”

The story saddened me, as I'm saddened when | hear of others who believe they must be very good to get into heaven, especially
since we all know deep down in our hearts that we’re not very good at all.

Perhaps like this little girl you're thinking about your sins and asking, “What must | do to get to heaven?” The answer has already
been given: Jesus, by His death, has paid in full the price of your sins, no matter how sordid, tawdry, or shameful they may be. Your
salvation is free.

God promises, “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be as
wool” (Isa. 1:18). John Donne writes:

Or wash thee in Christ’s blood, which hath this might,
That being red, it dyes red souls to white.

No one is good enough to get into heaven. Eternal life is a gift. Receive Jesus by faith.
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The perfect righteousness of Christ

Is free to everyone,

But we by faith must take that gift

And trust God'’s precious Son. —D. De Haan

No one is good enough to save himself; no one is so bad that God cannot save him.
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1 Timothy 1:12-17 Salvation of Sinners
This is a faithful saying ... that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners

Thomas Bileny, an Englishman who died a martyr's death in 1531, described his salvation experience:

"My soul was sick and | longed for peace, but nowhere could | find it... But at last | heard of Jesus Christ. It
was then, when first the New Testament was set forth by Erasmus, that the light came. | bought the book,
being drawn by the Latin rather than by the Word of God, for at that time | knew not what "the Word of God'
meant. On my first reading | chanced upon these words, "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am chief. This one sentence
through God's inward working did so light up my poor bruised spirit that the very bones within me leaped for
joy and gladness. It was as if, after a long dark night, day had suddenly broke."

When people recognize the awful reality of their sin before a holy God, they may be overwhelmed by a sense of hopelessness and
despair. They cannot escape the fact that they are sinners, and they know they cannot save themselves. But the hope Thomas
Bileny found is avail-able to all. Jesus died for sinners, and He can replace hopelessness and despair with confidence and
unbounded joy.

Pride makes it difficult to acknowledge the wickedness in our hearts. But admitting our sin is the first step to salvation. Then we must
place our trust in Christ and accept His wonderful gift. —D C Egner

We are dead in sin, but Jesus can make us dead to sin. Copyright. Used by permission of Our Daily Bread)
1 Timothy 1:15 “I Did That Too”

By David H. Roper

Our friend Barbara Leavitt loved flowers. Her home was a garden of rare beauty and sweet fragrance, and so was her life. Her
presence was like a delightful bouquet.

Barbara went to be with the Lord in 2005, but something happened a few days before she died that | will never forget. My wife and |
were sitting at her bedside with other friends telling stories about our childhood when | mentioned that | had once stolen some
flowers. There was a park between the elementary school | attended and our home. One day, while walking through the park, | saw
a row of irises in bloom and cut several to take to my mother. Some older boys saw me and threatened to call the police. | lived in
terror for weeks thinking they would come and take me away.

Barbara placed her hand over mine and murmured softly, “I did that too.” | thought, That should be my response when | see the sins
of others or hear about them—-*| did that too.” Perhaps I've not committed their particular sin, but all sin is blameworthy and requires
God'’s forgiveness.

Awareness of our own depravity is what John Newton called “the root of perpetual tenderness.” | don’t want to be like the ungrateful
servant in Matthew 18. | want to be gracious and show mercy, for “I did that too.”

Teach me to feel another’s woe,
To hide the fault | see;

The mercy | to others show,
That mercy show to me. —Pope

We can show mercy to others because God has shown mercy to us.
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1 Timothy 1:15 The Answers Can Wait
This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am chief. —1
Timothy 1:15

David Herwaldt, a thoughtful, reflective pastor friend of mine, was slowly dying after 50 years of faithful ministry. He often talked with
me about the nature of God and the eternity he would soon enter. We realized that we had only a superficial grasp of these
mysteries, but we were not distressed. We knew that God had rescued us from our sin and guilt, and we rejoiced in our salvation.
We had all we needed to obey the Lord gladly, live confidently, and serve Him gratefully.

When we are distressed by our inability to answer life's most vexing questions, we must remember that Christ did not come to
satisfy our curiosity. Rather, He saw us as fallen and hurt, and He came to lift and heal.

When Jesus read Isaiah 61:1-2 to the people in the synagogue (Luke 4:16-21), He presented Himself as the promised Messiah,
whose primary purpose for coming was spiritual. He came to deliver us from the helplessness of our spiritual poverty, to release us
from the shackles of our guilt, to heal our sin-caused blindness, and to set us free from sin's enslaving power.

Let us therefore trust Him and make obeying Him our highest goal. This is the path to a grateful, joyous, and hope-filled life. The
answers can wait. —Herbert Vander Lugt

When trouble seeks to rob your very breath,
When tragedy hits hard and steals your days,
Recall that Christ endured the sting of death;

He gives us hope, and merits all our praise. —Gustafson

Christ came not to satisfy our curiosity but to save our souls.

1 Timothy 1:1-17 (Exposition by C H Spurgeon)

1 Timothy 1:1

Christ is our hope; we have not a shadow of a hope apart from him. | remember, when on the Continent, seeing on a cross the
words “Spes unica,” the unique, the only hope of man; and that is true of the cross of Christ, and of Christ who suffered on it, he is
our hope.

1 Timothy 1:2

Notice the apostle’s triple salutation, “Grace, mercy, and peace.” Whenever Paul writes to a church, he wishes “grace and peace”;
but to a minister he wishes “grace, mercy, and peace.” Ah! we want mercy more than the average of Christians; we have greater
responsibilities; and, consequently, might more readily fall into greater sin, so to a minister Paul’s salutation is, “grace, mercy, and
peace.”

1 Timothy 1:3, 4

You see, the apostle, in his day, had to contend against those who ran away from the simplicity of the gospel into all manner of
fables and inventions. Such, in our day, are the doctrine of evolution, the doctrine of the universal fatherhood of God, the doctrine of
post-mortem salvation, the doctrine of the final restitution of all men, and all sorts of fables and falsehoods which men have
invented.

1 Timothy 1:5-7

There were some who put the law into its wrong place. They made it a way of salvation, which it never was meant to be, and never
can be. It is a way of conviction. It is an instrument of humbling. It shows us the evil of sin; but it never takes sin away.

1 Timothy 1:8
In its own place it has its own uses, and these are most important.
1 Timothy 1:9-13

Paul must have written this verse with many tears. What a wonder of grace it was that he should be put into the sacred ministry, to



bear testimony for Christ, when he had been before a blasphemer!
1 Timothy 1:13

He almost thought that, if he had done all this wilfully, be might not have been forgiven; but he felt that here God spied out the only
extenuating circumstance, namely, that he was mistaken: “I did it ignorantly, in unbelief.”

1 Timothy 1:14, 15

He spoke from his heart, from deep experience. This indeed was to him the glorious gospel of the blessed God, that had saved him,
the very chief of sinners. He could therefore with confidence commend it to others as worthy of all acceptation.

1 Timothy 1:16

The case of Paul is not a singular one; it is the pattern one. If there are any here who feel that they have sinned like Saul of Tarsus,
they may be forgiven like Paul the apostle. He is a pattern to all who should thereafter believe in Christ to life everlasting. Just as we
often see things cut out in brown paper, and sold as patterns, so is the apostle Paul the pattern convert. What God did for him, he
can do for thousands of others.

1 Timothy 1:17

Paul could not help this outburst of praise. He must put in a doxology. When he remembered his own conversion and pardon, and
his being entrusted with the ministry of the gospel, be was obliged to put down his pen, and lift up his voice in grateful thanksgiving
to God. So may it be with us, be with us, as we remember what great things the Lord hath done for us!

1 Timothy 1:9 - Profane - The isle runner in a wedding is saved for the bride. It is to profane or disdain the isle runner for everyone
to walk on it. Why? The purity, and cleanliness is symbolized in this tradition.
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1 Timothy 1:12a (Oswald Chambers)
The Real Thanks of the Worker
1 Timothy 1:12 And | thank Christ Jesus our Lord ...

Everything that God has created is like an orchestra praising Him. “All Thy works shall praise Thee.” In the ear of God everything He
created makes exquisite music, and man joined in the paean of praise until he fell, then there came in the frantic discord of sin. The
realisation of Redemption brings man by way of the minor note of repentance back into tune with praise again. The angels are only
too glad to hear that note, because it blends man into harmony again (see Luke 15:10).

Praising God is the ultimate end and aim of all we go through. “Whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me.” What does it matter whether you
are well or illl whether you have money or none! It is all a matter of indifference, but one thing is not a matter of indifference, and
that is that we are pleasing to the ears of God.

Paul had got back again by way of repentance into tune with God (cf. 1 Timothy 1:13), and now he has his base as a worker in
thanksgiving to Christ Jesus; his whole life has been brought into perfect relation to God.

The Realised Test of the Worker
1 Timothy 1:12 who hath enabled me ...

The test of the worker is that he knows he has been enabled by the Lord Jesus, therefore he works and learns to do it better all the
time. The realisation that my Lord has enabled me to be a worker keeps me strong enough never to be weak. Conscious obtrusive
weakness is natural unthankful strength; it means | refuse to be made strong by Him. When | say | am too weak it means | am too
strong; and when ever | say “I can’t” it means “I won’'t.” When Jesus Christ enables me, | am omnipotently strong all the time. Paul
talks in paradoxes, “for when | am weak, then am | strong.”

The Recognised Truth by the Worker
1 Timothy 1:12 for that He counted me faithful ...

To recognise that my Lord counts us faithful removes the last snare of idealising natural pluck. If we have the idea that we must face
the difficulties with pluck, we have never recognised the truth that He has counted us faithful; it is His work in me He is counting
worthy, not my work for Him. The truth is we have nothing to fear and nothing to overcome because He is all in all and we are more
than conquerors through Him. The recognition of this truth is not flattering to the worker’s sense of heroics, but it is amazingly



glorifying to the work of Christ. He counts us worthy because He has done everything for us. It is a shameful thing for Christians to
talk about “getting the victory”; by this time the Victor ought to have got us so completely that it is His victory all the time, not ours.
The overcoming referred to in the Book of the Revelation is not the personal overcoming of difficulties but the overcoming of the
very life of God in us while we stand resolutely true to Him.

The Responsible Trust of the Worker
1 Timothy 1:12 ... putting me into the ministry.

The ministry is, the “glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was committed to my trust.” If | am going to be loyal to that trust, it
will mean | must never allow any impertinent sensitiveness to hinder my keeping the trust. My trust is the glorious gospel for myself
and through me to others, and it is realised in two ways: in the perfect certainty that God has redeemed the world, and in the
imperative necessity of working on that basis with everyone with whom | come in contact (cf. see notes Colossians 1:28; 1:29).

(Chambers, Oswald: Approved Unto God: The Spiritual Life of the Christian Worker. Discovery House. 1997
1 Timothy 1:12b

TODAY IN THE WORD In 1976, Vie Carlson bid $400 for the angry letter Frank Sinatra wrote to Chicago Daily News columnist Mike
Royko. Twenty years later, that letter was valued at more than $15,000. In the letter, Sinatra promised Royko $100,000 if he could
prove that Sinatra punched the elderly man Royko claimed he did. He could double his earnings if he could pull Sinatra’s alleged
hairpiece. “Quite frankly,” Sinatra fumed, “I don’t understand why people don’t spit in your eye three or four times a day.” It is always
telling how a person responds to criticism and personal attack, and Paul began his letter to the Galatians having to do just this.
Conspicuously absent are the customary greetings and blessings of his other letters. Rather, Paul had to immediately assume a
defensive posture.

Much more is at stake than Paul’s personal reputation. His critics wanted to subvert the gospel he had been preaching, and their first
line of attack was to discredit Paul as an apostle. If Paul was to defend the gospel he preaches, he must also defend the validity of
his apostleship. He reminded the Galatians that he had been sent by Jesus Christ and God the Father. No man commissioned him,
not Peter or any other elder of the church. He had a divine call, and therefore he had legitimate apostolic authority. The forcefulness
of his defense, which becomes even clearer as we read on in chapter one, helps us to realize the critical nature of the attack.

The gospel is what matters most. The Galatians had to understand the gospel rightly, and these opening verses summarize the
gospel. The theology of Galatians is Trinitarian: the gospel is a shared work of the Father, S